2 Samuel 7:11-16 The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, and he will be my son.  When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you.  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.


You remember David don’t you?  David the shepherd boy who took on and killed the lion and the bear in order to protect his flock.  It is this same David who stands forth and who takes on the giant Goliath when no other man would stand up and defend the honor of the Lord God.  It is the David, who despite knowing the promise of God that he would be the next king, not once, but twice refuses to take the life of King Saul on the base premise: God will remove him, not me.  


Well David, that shepherd become king by the grace of God.  I want you to remember that.  David did not become king on his own.  For that matter, David himself would tell you that everything and anything in his life is of and from the Lord!  Young faithful King David would tell you that everything is to the glory and honor of the Lord.  The same for what is going on in our text.  In our chapter, King David has fully and clearly established his rule over the kingdom of Israel.  His enemies are conquered and his kingdom is flourishing.  Following the completion of his own palace in Jerusalem, David had a desire in his heart.  He said to the prophet Nathan, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”  By these words David shows the desire to build a temple, a house of worship for the Lord.


What is most interesting is the first reply of Nathan the prophet to David.  Nathan says, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.”  Nathan is giving David the go ahead for building the temple but it appears that Nathan should have consulted the Lord.  Nathan acted impulsively.  He assumed that David’s plan would be just fine with the Lord and yet we know that God did not want it done this way.  That night the word of the Lord came to Nathan and informed him that things would be different.  Our text is a portion of what the Lord says to Nathan.


I do find it wonderfully interesting that God’s prophet gets corrected.  If anything it is a great reminder that what is recorded in Scripture really is of and from God.  What worldly prophet would willingly record his errors?  What proclaimer of God’s Word, perhaps I should say “false proclaimer” of God’s Word, actually any false teacher, would willingly show how he had been in error in what he said?  Yet Nathan does.  Nathan spoke out of turn and God corrected him.  More than that, Nathan follows through with the correction.  We are told in verse 17, “Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.”  When God did speak, Nathan did not dare to hold anything back even though he now had to go to the king and tell him he couldn’t build the temple.


Of course, this text is about much more than just the building of the temple.  We have before us a prophecy that foretells the work of the Messiah.  What we have here is what is known as intermediately fulfilled prophecy.  That’s where the prophets foretell things that may be from different time periods.  Imagine the prophet standing on one mountain peak and describing the next two peaks that he sees.  With intermediate prophecy there is a partial fulfillment in a nearer event and a complete fulfillment in the life of Jesus.  Today we have a text that is truly intermediate prophecy.  Let’s consider the words before us under the theme: THE FOREVER KING.


Consider our theme.  Verse 12 gives us the words of prophecy, “When your days are over and you rest with your father, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body…”  Here is the promise to David that his throne will be given to one of his sons.  Historically we know that Solomon would be that son of David who would partially fulfill this prophecy.  However, this partial fulfillment is not the most important part of this prophecy.  The most important is the complete fulfillment that is found in Jesus.


Here is a promise of the Savior.  This prophecy pointed out the fact that the Messiah would be a descendant of David.  Let that sink in.  The promised Son of God would come from David’s line!  Yet the majority of people would not understand the mystery of this.  Recall how Jesus put an end to the trick questions the Pharisees and Sadducees asked in order to trap him.  Jesus asked them, “What do you think about the Christ?  Whose son is he?”  They properly replied that the Christ would be the son of David.  Then Jesus asks them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’?  For he says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.”  If David calls him ‘Lord’ how can he be his son?”  They didn’t know how to answer that!  We know how!  We know that Jesus is both God and man.  Jesus is the Son of God born of the virgin Mary to be the redeemer of the world.  In Jesus we find the complete fulfillment of this prophecy.  The offspring of David who will be a king.


We learn more as we turn our attention again to our text.  The Lord says, “I will establish his kingdom…I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever…Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.”  It is clear by those words that this descendant of David would be a king.  Again Solomon became the king of Israel.  He ruled for 40 years and led the kingdom of Israel to its greatest period of wealth and size.  Because of the wisdom that God had granted Solomon kings and queens from the entire world came to see him.  He was a great king.  But his kingship, his kingdom eventually ended.  That’s why we understand that Solomon is only a partial fulfillment of these words.


Note that our text says the kingdom and throne of this descendant would be “forever.”  The only one who fits that description is Jesus.  Jesus won the kingdom through his perfect life and death.  Jesus became our heavenly king through his redemptive work.  And Jesus is a king.  Did he not say to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  He was a king.  Isaiah had said of this king, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.”  Jesus himself had even proclaimed, “Now one greater than Solomon is here” (Mt. 12:42)


The throne and kingdom of Jesus is the eternal kingdom of Heaven.  In the Book of Revelation he is shown to be the “King of kings and Lord of lords.”   In 1 Timothy 1 Paul gives praise to Jesus with the words, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever.  Amen.”

Yes, Jesus was and is a king.  He is the eternal king and ruler over all.  He was proclaimed that because of his victory over the evil of Satan, his defeat of death, and his taking away the sins of the world through his own precious blood.  This Jesus now rules over all things for the good of his Holy Christian Church and for the salvation of souls.  While it may be true that this King’s rule is ignored and ridiculed by the world for now, there will come a time when “every knee will bow… and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”  All of this because he humbly came to be our Savior from sin.


By the way, what a joy to have such a text to preach on on this day.  In actuality today is Christmas Eve and tonight we will take the time to celebrate the birth of the child Jesus.  You heard the history of the announcement of that birth in our Gospel reading.  The young Mary being told by the angel that she would give birth to a son.  The Angel says of that child, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”  That’s what this season is all about!  About Jesus, the Son of God who has come into the world to be our Savior from sin.


Another by the way.  A recent Pew poll was taken and it seems that now some 56% of people do not believe that Christmas is a religious holiday!  How can that be?  How can people fail to grasp that Christ is what Christmas is about?  Well, the only thing I can say is “Welcome to the harsh reality of the unbelieving world!  Go ahead, keep Santa and reindeer and all the other worldly trappings of the secular holiday in your life and see what the end result will be.  The trend of our world is to deny, reject and ignore Jesus the Christ of God!


We learn more of this King in our text.  Our text says, “He is the one who will build a house for my name.”  Historically speaking we know that Solomon built the temple of God in Jerusalem.  From all accounts it was a structure of magnificence and beauty.  But he is not the one who built the house of God that would be eternal.


The one who would do that would be Jesus.  Jesus’ house is a spiritual one for now.  It is made up of those who believe in him and his promises.  1 Co. 3:16 says, “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?”  In 2 Co. 6:16 we read, “For we are the temple of the living God.”  Ephesians 2:19 proclaims, “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.”  In 1 Pet. 2:5 we learn, “You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  We are the house to the Name of the Lord.  We are the Temple to God’s glory.  We are these things by faith in Jesus.


Through the forgiveness of sins won for us by Jesus we become this temple of glory to the Lord.  And just like in David’s life, it is not our doing or our ability that does this but the grace of God.  Grace that brings us the wonder of Jesus’ atonement for our sins.  Jesus has built for his Father a house of beauty and wonder.  It is a spiritual house composed of our forgiven souls.  I can think of nothing lovelier.


Do you see then how this prophecy is intermediate?  Solomon partially fulfilled it, but it is completely fulfilled by Jesus our Eternal and everlasting King.  Tonight we will be celebrating the birth of that King.  Jesus, born to save.  Jesus born to redeem the souls of men and bring them into the kingdom of his heavenly Father.  Jesus, born the Eternal King of all.


What a marvel it is to behold our King.  What a greater marvel it will be when our King returns a second time.  Then His Kingdom will be physical and eternal.  Then His kingdom will be our home because of his grace.  Praise be to our King.  Praise be to Jesus.  Amen.

