
Hebrews 13:1-8.  (We will highlight just verse 8)  "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever."


Have you ever read the book of Hebrews? Not that long ago, we covered that book in our week day Bible class. It was absolutely wonderful. What I can tell you is that the book of Hebrews is probably the best book in the world for understanding how the Old and New Testaments fit together. It does that by focusing on Jesus as the one who has truly and perfectly fulfilled Old Testament promises. It then takes that lesson of what Jesus has done and is and lets readers know that Jesus is the greatest treasure of this world.


Listen to the words of Pastor Lauersdorf concerning this book as found in our People's Bible. "About its purpose there can be no uncertainty. It was written to urge people not to abandon their faith in Christ. In 13:22 the author himself calls it a "word of exhortation," and it reads almost sermon-like in the way certain doctrines are first explained and then applied to the lives of the people. In the first part of the epistle the author sets forth the doctrines of the supremacy of Christ and the all-sufficiency of his work. In the second part he then applies these truths to the lives of his readers. It's as if he were telling them, "Look what a supreme treasure you have in Christ and Christianity" and then asking them, "Now what are you going to do with this treasure?"

Those words do a great job of catching the spirit and purpose of this letter to God's people. I especially like the last part that said,  It's as if he were telling them, "Look what a supreme treasure you have in Christ and Christianity" and then asking them, "Now what are you going to do with this treasure?" In those words you can see the very purpose of this book. To urge its readers not to abandon their faith in Christ no matter what the world may throw your in your path.

In a way that's what we are going to do today. We are going to consider this treasure of Jesus and then ask ourselves just what we are going to do with this treasure. Our theme for today will be: ENCOURAGEMENT!

Needless to say, if you are going to talk about the things that our text says we need to first grasp the context of this text. The context is that of chapter 13, a chapter that occurs in the application section of this book. Chapters 1-10:18 are the doctrinal section and chapters 10:19-13:25 are the application chapters. These application chapters guide us with the idea, "What we are to do with this supreme treasure." So the context of our words is application, but the basis, the reason for these words is Jesus Christ.


Consider verse 8 of our section which draws us briefly back to Jesus. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." Without Jesus and what he has done the words of this section mean nothing. Yet because of Jesus the words of this section become instruction and direction from the Son of God. And it is not instruction and direction only for the lives of those to whom this letter was written. The instructions and directions are forever. That's what this verse points us to.

The instructions are forever because Jesus is forever. He does not change. What he has done has been done for all eternity. What he has spoken are words for all of time. Jesus Christ is true God and true man. He is the Savior of mankind who gave his life that man might have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. There is nothing that can nullify or void what Jesus is or has done. There is nothing that supersedes the power and authority of Jesus himself. Jesus Christ is to be the core of life for the people to whom this letter was written and He is also to be the core of life for those who hear His Words for all of time. Jesus is forever.


I don't know why but so many people today seem to think that Jesus just isn't a factor in today's world? Well, other than the fact that they don’t get or understand the base message of Jesus. If you think religion is only about what you must do or how you must act, then really there is no difference in any religion of the world. But if you remember that Christianity is about what God has done for you in Jesus it changes the whole perspective. It tells us of a loving God who wants the best for us and who has done the best for us. Everything is wrapped in Jesus and what he is. Jesus is the Lord. Jesus is forever. He is our treasure.


We do tend to forget that. We tend to forget that Jesus is the Redeemer who died for our sins. We tend to forget that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, OUR way, truth and life. We tend to forget that Jesus, as victorious God and Savior, is the one who lays forth our path, guides us on that path and protects us on that path because He loves us. He does this as our loving God. Most important, He is the price of eternal life. He is the redemption that no gold or silver could ever pay for. He is God's Son and our Savior.


It is this that we have to keep in mind as we think about the directions and applications that Jesus gives us in this inspired writing to believers. Jesus is our treasure, our eternal treasure, our God and Lord. What are we to do with this treasure? Our text tells us.


Verse 1. "Continue to show brotherly love." The Christians this letter was written to were very much the target of persecution. They were under attack for their faith and for the name of Jesus. In other words times were tough. Yet they are told to keep loving each other. Loving each other as brothers. We are to encourage and help each other. We are to share with each other the powerful Word of God and what it means. We are to lead each other to lives pleasing to God and based on faith. We work together to repent, forgive, and reassure each other of the treasure of Jesus.


Verse 2. "Do not fail to show love to strangers, for by doing this some have welcomed angels without realizing it." I don't want to get into a debate as to whether or not you could entertain angels today other than to say that God can do whatever He wants. We need to pay attention to context here. These Christians had just been reminded to love each other especially those who are fellow Christians that you know.  Now we find an exhortation for Christian hospitality. In those days inns were rare and those that did exist were often times not the most reputable of places. The norm in that society was that strangers were to be welcomed into your home. In a city where persecution of Christians took place this was all the more important that Christians take care of Christians who visited. Of course, because of the persecution, you can well imagine how fearful everyone was. It would be real easy for someone to come in, act and talk Christian and then turn you in as a Christian. God says here, "Don't let your fear stop your Christian duty to each other." Those are tremendous words for today's world as persecution of our Christian faith grows.

Verse 3. "Remember those in prison as if you were fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were also suffering bodily." Keep in mind the context of Christian persecution. There were many fellow believers in prison not because they had done evil and were wicked in life but because they confessed the name of Jesus as Lord and Savior. Those imprisoned for the faith, we are to care for, pray for and help where ever we can. If we don't care about each other and help each other, then what?  In 1 Cor. we are told that we are a body and, "So if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it." We can't afford to become the priest and levite who passed by the stricken brother on the road. We need to stand up for each other and for God's truth where ever and whenever we can.


The next section deals with the love in our homes. Verse 4 says, "Marriage is to be held in honor by all, and the marriage bed is to be kept undefiled, for God will judge sexually immoral people and adulterers." Is anyone in doubt about the meaning of these words? God is clearly telling us marriage is a great and wonderful estate. Honor it! Be picky about who you marry and be careful about what you are in the marriage. Just as important, we are not to be involved sexually unless we are with our marriage partner. There are no exceptions and no excuses. And please note that God will judge, a word that denotes condemnation, those who ignore his commands.


Verse 5. Keep your life free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for God has said, "I will never leave you, and I will never forsake you." So then we say with confidence: "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?" Here is God's warning against greed and avarice. Do you know how many homes have been destroyed because money became the end all and be all? The greedy person pays little attention to anyone else's well-being as he selfishly pursues his own aims be they sexual or financial. Parents with misplaced goals deem it more important to work than to stay home and raise their own children. We get trapped into believing that if we don't have this item or that thing our life is just a horror and unbearable. Materialism and greed, the servants of "money love" have destroyed more souls than we could even count.


The way to combat this is to learn to be content. God will supply our needs and wants. God is with us and watches over us. God knows what we need and what we don't. Those are the implications of the words,   "God has said, "I will never leave you, and I will never forsake you. '" With God on our side what is there to fear? That's what the next line tells us. Even to a people who were being imprisoned and who were suffering for the name of Jesus these words are of great comfort especially because they point to our real treasure.   "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What will man do to me?"

Then our last verse of words that contain a great deal of wisdom and guidance, verse 7. "Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Carefully consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith." With these words the people are encouraged to consider the life of the saints, especially the life of the disciples and apostles of Jesus. They gave their life for Jesus. They lived their life to his glory and honor and in most cases they died for Jesus' glory and honor. They are to be remembered and imitated.


Yet grasp that even today we have faithful people we can point to as examples of faith. Remember them. Imitate them. But I think most of all we need to consider these words in this way.  Parents, if you have not been an example of faith for your children what makes you think they will have faith? If you have not been the example of Christian dignity and love and demanded such of your children what makes you think they will have dignity and love? If you have not lived with Jesus as your guide, what makes you think your children will even begin to think of Jesus as someone to follow let alone believe in? Be examples!


There you have it. God's encouragement for our lives. Encouragement based on Jesus who never changes. Encouragement from Jesus who is always God and Lord. May you, because you know Jesus is your treasure, be encouraged apply his Word and His commands to your life. Amen.

