
Galatians 2:14 & 20 But when I saw that they were not acting according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them…I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I am now living in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

What an incredible event. Here were two of Christ's apostles, both Peter and Paul together in the city of Antioch. At first everything was absolutely fine. Then trouble arose. The trouble was of such nature that one apostle stood opposed to another. One apostle had to publicly correct and rebuke the other. Here is what happened.


For a time both Paul and Peter enjoyed the company of the Christians gathered in Antioch. Antioch had quite a substantial congregation, a congregation composed of mostly Gentile Christians. The apostles and these gentiles worshipped together, prayed together, fellowshiped together, and even enjoyed eating together. It was a relationship based on the wonder and joy of Jesus Christ our Savior.


Enter into the picture a group from Jerusalem, specifically those from the congregation that James the Lord's brother was pastor over. This group, not specifically identified as believers, were Jews. If they were Christians they were not strong Christians. They were Christians who had things very confused. They were a group who still insisted on the Ceremonial law of God. That meant that they felt they could not eat with or associate with those who were Gentiles. This group of very weak Christians, actually this group of hypocrites exerted a horrid influence on the congregation at Antioch.


What happened is that Peter, Barnabas and the Jewish members of the congregation of Antioch began to separate from the gentiles. Our text recorded this for us, "But when those people came, he drew back and separated himself, because he feared those from the circumcision group. 13And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy."

What a situation. A congregation divided. A congregation divided because of hypocrisy and falsehood, because as our text said, "They were not acting according to the truth of the gospel." Imagine it. An apostle setting the example of hypocrisy. Peter himself, along with Barnabas Paul's missionary companion, were practicing falsehood and error. The result could have been devastating. Devastating to souls. Devastating because that is the destructive nature of hypocrisy. Devastating because the gospel of Jesus was being maligned, undermined, and destroyed. Devastating because the very truth of faith was involved.


Because the truth of God was at stake and because souls were at stake the Apostle Paul was motivated to take action. His action was to correct the error. His action was to publicly rebuke Peter, Barnabas and the other Jews. He did not sit back and let error reign. He corrected sin. He spoke against falsehood. He stood up for the truth of God that souls might be saved by that truth, yes, even the soul's of the apostles Peter and Barnabas. Let's you and I contemplate the lesson before us under this theme: THE TRUTH.

The first thing that we need to do in connection with this text is to come to a rather stalwart realization. When we are talking about the Word of God, about the gospel of Jesus we are talking an absolute truth. That fact is revealed in Paul's words, "When I saw that they were not acting according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of all of them." Note very clearly that this text says there is a truth and that the lines of that truth are clearly discernible to the world.


The truth is discernible because it is the truth of God. Does anyone doubt that God himself is truth? Consider God's testimony. Psalm 31:5  "Into your hand I commit my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Lord, the God of truth." Isaiah 45:19 says, "I am the Lord, and there is no other. 19I did not speak in secret, or from someplace in a land of darkness. I did not say to the descendants of Jacob, “Seek me in the midst of chaos.” I, the Lord, am speaking in righteousness. I am declaring what is right." John 16:13 says, "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. For he will not speak on his own, but whatever he hears he will speak. He will also declare to you what is to come."


There is no doubt that God is truth. There is also no doubt that the truth of God has clearly been revealed to us in the Holy Bible. Consider these words of God. "Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth." (Jn 17:17). In James, "Every good act of giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the lights, who does not change or shift like a shadow. 18Just as he planned, he gave us birth by the word of truth so that we would be a kind of firstfruits of his creations." Here's a lesson from the negative side: "And because of this, God continues to send them a strong delusion, so that they believe the lie, 12in order that all those may be condemned who refused to believe the truth but instead delighted in unrighteousness." (2 Th 2:17f). There is again no doubt that God's Word is truth.


In this particular regard let me point out one more thing. There are three passages that speak of the point I want to make but I'll just refer to 1 Corinthians 3:2, "I fed you with milk, not solid food, because you were not yet ready. Why, even now you are still not ready, 3because you are still people who are following the flesh."  I point to this passage because it brings out the fact of the mild and solid food of God's Word. Let me explain further.


When Scripture speaks of the milk of God's Word it is referring to the elementary or basic truths of God's Word. Such truths would be things like: God is triune. The Bible is God's Word. Jesus is our Savior from sin. We are saved by grace through faith. These are the basic truths of God's Word but please note that these things are the milk of God's Word. New Christians, infants in Christ, those just learning the faith are to be fed with the milk of God's Word. When we confirm our young people they in essence are taught mostly just milk but there are many bits of solid food found in the Small Catechism. Luther himself considered his Small Catechism just the "basic truths that every Christian should know."


Please note then that there is a "solid food" or "the meat" of Scripture. These are the harder teachings, the more in depth doctrines of God's Word. Such teachings here include the doctrine of fellowship, excommunication, election, the role of men and women and we might even say, “how we as Christians live in a sinful world”. Many a time this church has been criticized because it acted in accord with the meat of God's Word, criticized by those who only know the milk. If you have been a Christian all your life and all you know is milk, why? All of us are called upon to grow in faith. We grow by the study of God's Word. Are you studying? Are you getting into the meat of the Word? Do you even really know the basics of your Catechism? Here are questions that each of us needs to challenge our faith with.


Now that we have established that there is a truth, God's Truth, which is clearly revealed in the Bible what is our next step? That step is really simple: Know this truth! 2 Tim 2 says, "Make every effort to present yourself to God as one who is approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, correctly handling the word of truth." Jesus speaking to his disciples pointed to this truth of the word when he said, “The one who rejects me and does not receive my words does have a judge. The word which I spoke is what will judge him on the Last Day, 49because I have not spoken on my own, but the Father himself who sent me has given me a command regarding what I am to say and what I am to speak." We need to know God's Word.


We need to know both the milk and meat of the Word. What a joy it is in times of trouble to know: "Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so." Here is the heart of the gospel of Jesus that He does love us and has forgiven our sins. Here is the base message that leads us to learn more and be motivated to live a life pleasing to God. In Jesus is found the strength to repent. In Jesus is found the wisdom to live. In Jesus is found the grace to grow in our knowledge of God. We need to know both the milk and the meat.


And then, like Paul in our text, we need to stand up for the truth. We need to defend truth and oppose error. Paul, in writing to Pastor Timothy encouraged this, "It is necessary that a servant of the Lord not quarrel but be kind toward everyone, able to teach, able to bear evil without resentment, 25and gentle in correcting those who oppose him. God may grant them repentance, leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26and they may come to their senses and escape from the Devil’s trap.” James in his epistle said, "Be people who do what the word says, not people who only hear it. Such people are deceiving themselves." Again Paul to Timothy, "As I urged you while I was going to Macedonia, remain in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach any different doctrines…If anyone teaches different doctrines and does not devote himself to the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing."

 
Why is all of this so important? So that we can be defenders of the truth and not hypocrites like Peter, Barnabas and the Jewish members of the Anitoch and Jerusalem congregations. To stand up and speak clearly about the very issues confronting us in this world today. Do you understand the importance of law? Do you grasp that sinful words and actions destroy God’s work and Word? If what we do never matters, then why does Paul speak up and against this hypocrisy? When we say we are saved by works, do we understand that we are talking about trying to earn our way into heaven by doing good works and good deeds and that never once does the Bible call an evil deed a “work” but damning sin? Can we keep straight the very issues that confront us today: abortion, gambling, drug use, or even dealing with the LGBTQ+ group. Do we know what God’s Word says and do we stand upon that Word? 
Dear People, through these passages and even through the tough task Paul had to do in correcting Peter don't you see the utter preciousness of God's Holy Word? It is the most important thing we have. It is the instrument of our salvation, the food for our souls, the means of grace whereby God offers and gives us the forgiveness of sins, eternal life and salvation. God's Word and its message is the most important thing in the world. Hear that Word. Believe that Word. Know the Word. Grow in the Word. Live in the Word. Be saved through the Word. As Paul said in his opposition to Peter, "I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." Here is our motivation. Here is God's precious, living giving truth. Let us clearly stand with Christ. Amen.
