
2 Corinthians 5:15 He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.


An old saying goes something like this, “If you don’t know where you’re going, you might end up anywhere.”  This saying describes the way many people live their lives.

It seems that many people live their lives with nothing more important in mind than existing from day to day.  Some live for fun, some live for their jobs, some live to get rich, some live for…well, the list can go on and on.  The sad part is that for many of these people life is empty, frustrating and without reward.  That’s because every one knows the reality of this life.

The reality is simple.  This life will end.  What you have in this life you can’t take with you.  And worse yet for the unbeliever is that nagging thought that maybe there is something after this life.  Maybe there is a heaven and a hell.  But since they don’t really know where to look and find their answers they just ignore that nagging thought and plow on in life not knowing where they are going.

Not so the Christian!  Christian people are different.  Their view is different.  Their attitude is different.  We have a purpose in life, a direction and a goal that lays out our path.  We live because the Lord has given us life, full life!  Because of that life we strive to serve God and do his will; we live as members of the kingdom of God.  God supplies our purpose.

As Christians we work, we have fun, we build homes, we go on vacations, we buy and sell – but our purpose for all this is to serve our Lord, to be a light to this dark world, the light of Christ!  This is our purpose for living.  This is the path and direction that we follow, not because we have to but because we want to.

And there would be those people who would say, “So what if you’re wrong!  What if there is no god and death is the end of it all?”

To them I reply, “I would still live my life as a Christian because it would have purpose and goal, structure and discipline, hope and faith.  My life would still be better even if all of the promises of God were only the imaginations of men because I would be lead to higher goals, to nobler purpose, to greater feats of honor.  Even if a lie, the Christian life is still a better life than the directionless, tossed by the waves’ life of unbelief.”  And then I would reply, “Of course, the Christian life is not based on falsehood.  It is based on the truth of God and the marvel of Jesus.  And since it is not false but true, then who stands to lose the most at the end of this life?  For if you are right and I am wrong, I still benefit and gain in life.  But if I am right and you are wrong you stand to lose all for eternity.  It seems to me, that the Christian life is the only way to go.”

Let’s consider the marvel of the Christian life.  Our theme will be: LIVING FOR HIM.
I don’t know if you caught it but the passage that we are looking at surely does lay out the reason for the purpose of our life.  That reason is captured in the words, “He died for all.”  The he is Jesus our Lord and Savior.

All of us here know about the death that Jesus suffered on our behalf.  Often, though, people get the purpose for the death of Jesus mixed up.  You will hear people tell how Jesus died to set the example of the unselfish life or that Jesus died to show how surrender to God is the noblest of actions.  While those things are true they beg the real importance of the cross of Jesus.  Jesus was doing much more than setting an example for us.  Jesus was being our substitute, the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  As we read in verse 21 of this same chapter, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
In Jesus we become the righteousness of God.  In Jesus our sins are paid for and we become the heirs of eternal life.  In Jesus we are changed, not of our own power but of his power and grace.  Changed to be new creatures who live not to personal glory, not to our wants and needs, not to our desires and lusts but to the glory and honor of our Savior.

And what did we do to deserve this great gift?  Nothing! The act of salvation is God’s doing.  Our passage says, “He died…died for them…and was raised.”  The gospel of Jesus is not a message on how you CAN be saved but rather a message of how you are saved in Jesus.  Jesus has done it all.  Jesus has given us a salvation that is sure and certain because it does not rest on our strength but in his.

What we need to do is consider the total unselfishness of Jesus.  He humbled himself to become a man.  He confronted the temptations of the world and overcame them.  He gave his life into death to suffer for our sins.  He was raised to life that we might be sure of this great victory of his.  There is not a single selfish thing found in what Jesus has done.  He became the Savior for our sake.  He won eternal life for us to the glory of His Father.  Jesus acted in the purest of love and devotion for human beings who, by and large, didn’t and still don’t care.

Yet as Christians, those who believe in Jesus, we are different.  Can you hear of this gracious gift of salvation given in Jesus and not be moved?  Verse 14 says, “For Christ’s love compels us.”  This action of Jesus has an impact in our lives.  The impact moves us to somehow thank Him for what he has done.  Thank him for giving His all.  Thank Him by being motivated to live for God and not for ourselves.

Now that we know what Jesus has done, how then do we live for God?  What is wonderful to note is that our text occurs in a section of Scripture with the title, “The Ministry of Reconciliation.”  It is a whole section reminding us of Jesus and of the joy there is in sharing that message of Jesus.  I like this section of God’s Word because it reminds us to be involved in the message of Jesus.  Through his act of atonement we have become God’s ambassadors, the very ones through whom God makes his appeal to the world.  So, one of the first ways we live for Jesus is to tell others about him.

Does that mean I expect each of you to become “Bible thumpers” on a street corner?  The answer is, “No.”  What God expects is that each of you, as you conduct your daily lives, will live those lives as God’s children.  Recall what I said at the beginning of this sermon.  I spoke of us as Christians who work, have fun, build homes, go on vacations, buy and sell.  In other words, we go about our lives and conduct our business but we do it knowing we may be the person God is going to use to bring another to faith in his Son.  We don’t curse and swear, use foul language like the others of this world.  We don’t support the evils of the world (and then try and justify ourselves with the excuse, “Everybody else is doing it!”).  As we go through life we do so knowing that the camera is on and that the whole world is watching.  What I expect is that you will remember as God’s children that your whole life can be and is a sermon on your faith.

I read a story on St. Francis of Assissi who once invited a young monk to travel with him to a town where he was to preach.   They walked through the town, talking as they went, helping here, saying a kind word there and then they returned.  The young man asked when they were going to preach.  Francis said, “My son, we have been preaching.  We were preaching while we were walking.  We were preaching as we helped with this and said that kind word.  We have been seen and looked at: our behavior has been remarked upon; we have delivered our morning sermon!”  I believe there is great truth in this story.  The question now is: What kind of sermon do people hear as they watch and consider your life?
How you live and what you do is important.  Think about the lives of the celebrities of the world.  They pursue this very public lifestyle.  They relish the praise and honor of the world and reap great profit by it.  Each of them knows going in that this life of theirs is the equivalent of shouting, “Hey world, look at me.”  So, if you’re like me, you get a bit perplexed at them especially when they act as if the attention they get is a big bother and hinders their living.  Yet, the fact is that their work, words and life is a reflection of what they are and what they stand for.  If that is true for celebrities, then how much more true for you the Christian!
What I’m telling you is that you are like a celebrity.  You are a child of God and your life is a reflection of what you are and what you stand for.  This is how you live your life to God.

Another way that we live for the Lord is by being involved in his church.  Please note that church is something that God established not man.  Do you remember why God gave us His church?  There are really three reasons.  First, God has established His church for the spiritual care of his people.  Through the congregation and its pastor, God extends his spiritual care.  Through the tools of the Gospel in word and sacrament and by the power of the Spirit, God helps us grow in faith, in life, in service and in hope.

Second, through the congregation we have an opportunity to serve the Lord with our time, talents, and treasures.  We serve him as we worship, as we share his message with others, as we do our civic duties to the glory of God’s name.

Third, through the congregation we have an opportunity for fellowship with each other.  As we worship together, work together, pray together, as we do all of those things and more gathered as a congregation we are encouraging, edifying, and strengthening each other in our faith.  We are literally birds of a feather flocking together and this time it’s good.

Let me emphasize that the fellowship of God’s people through His church is an important thing.  We have the unique opportunity to be “family,” a spiritual family founded on God’s Word.  We can help each other grow and mature as Christians.  When difficulties strike we can reach out, comfort, encourage and carry each others burdens.  What a joy to know there is a whole congregation of believers here who are interested in and care about your soul.  That is the wonder of church.

Then there is the fact that we can do God’s will.  When we speak of God’s will we are not talking about things we feel are right and good.  We speak of what God reveals in his Word.  We see to the tasks of caring for the poor, loving one another, being ambassadors for Christ, making disciples of all nations, being good stewards of God’s gifts, gathering to give Him worship and praise.  Notice how much of what I said here is exactly what we have been talking about.  That’s because God’s Word and will is not something that changes with every whim and will of man.  God’s will is revealed in his written Word and it is as clear as can be.  What we will do as God’s children is live according to his will.

Two things here that I think are most important.  As God’s children who still wrestle with sin and still fall into sin, we recognize the importance of repenting of sin.  Remember, we don’t repent to get forgiveness.  We repent because we are forgiven in Jesus.  Repentance is God’s way of helping us grow and learn in our Christian faith.  It is the exercise of our love for ourselves.

The other thing that I want to emphasize is that we want to live lives that are unselfish.  I note that because we live in a very self-centered society where so many seem to think only of themselves and their needs.  As God’s children we will not be selfish and self-centered.  We will be people who love our neighbors, who consider the good of others before we consider ourselves.  This task will be hard because of our world but if you always remember that you are living for the Lord because of his great gift to you the task is made easier.

There you have it.  We as God’s children have a purpose.  That purpose is living for God.  This purpose gives us the hope of eternal life, the comfort of forgiveness, and the joy of God’s gracious love for us.  Live for the Lord in all you do.  Amen.

