Isaiah 6:4-5  At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  "Woe to me!"  I cried.  "I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.


Describe for me what you think a most awesome event of life would be?  I mean what is it that would just make you sit back with your mouth hanging open and with your mind whirring because of all that you see?  It is such a stunning moment that the best your mouth can offer up is some sort of muted, "Wow!"  Just what would that event be for you?


For some that moment would be found in attending some sort of Hollywood premier with all the stars, their fancy dresses, tuxedos and limousines.  For others it might be attendance at your favorite music star's concert including attending the birthday bash of that star along with all the other stars of music.


Others of you might have a wholly different mindset.  You might want to be present at some momentous occasion of history.  The signing of the armistice that ended the war with Germany.  A mouse in the corner during the Cuban missile crisis.  The collapse of the Berlin wall or the collapse of the Soviet Union.


For myself, I would think that the thing the would most impress me would be anything to do with the life of Jesus.  His birth, presentation at the temple, present at any miracle he performed, a witness of his passion, or present when he ascended into heaven.  Those are the things that I think would be totally awesome.


For the prophet Isaiah, the answer to the question, "What would impress you," is found in the text that is before us.  It is a text that shows the awe and wonder that Isaiah felt at the moment in the presence of God.  It is a text that conveys a message of importance, not only for Isaiah, but also for all who are believers in God.  Let's consider the words of our text under the theme: THE LORD ALMIGHTY.

What an awesome thing it must have been for Isaiah the prophet of God.  Isaiah saw a vision.  A vision is like a dream only you are not asleep, you are wide awake.  Some visions come from God and reveal truths of God.  So it is in the case of Isaiah.  Isaiah has a vision from God that conveys an important message.  It is a message about God.


Listen to the first part of that message.  "I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  And they were calling to one another: 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.'  At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke."

The spectacle before us is awesome.  Here is a picture of the all powerful God arrayed in the glory and splendor that could only be his.  God sits on a throne as a symbol of his authority and power.  His robe is so long that it covers the whole floor of the Temple signifying he is the one and only God for there is no room for any other.  It is also a symbol conveying that God is omnipresent, that is, that God is everywhere and covers everything.  To add to the wonder and glory of what is seen there are also the seraphs.


Seraphs are special creatures of God.  What they looked like isn’t the important thing although they are certainly impressive!  What is most important is what their function was.  They are a part of what we simply call angels.  As angels they serve God.  They serve him through their worship.  They serve him by carrying out his commands and delivering his messages.  They serve God by guarding God's people against danger and delivering God's people in time of trouble.  In our text for today they are shown giving praise and glory to God.


And what praise and glory it is.  "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory," they sing.  They are creatures of such power and immensity that the sound of their voices shakes the very foundations of the Temple of God.  Such is the power and majesty of these creatures.  Creatures molded and secure in the perfection of God.


You understand the effect all of this had on Isaiah?  Here he was viewing the majesty of God.  Here he is a witness to the power and supremacy of God.  Yet Isaiah does not take the attitude, "Lucky me.  I must be pretty good to deserve such a vision."  Isaiah is humbled and filled with fear.  His words show this.  "Woe to me!" I cried.  "I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty."

Isaiah at this moment is filled with fear.  He realizes that he is a mere human, a part of the creation of God that sinned and turned its back on God.  Isaiah is struck by the disparity of his position: he is a man of sinful nature and will, before God the all powerful, the all-knowing, the perfect and righteous Judge of all.  Isaiah has considered his lowly estate as sinner and realized that before God he is nothing.


Isaiah's position is exactly that of every human being.  Because of the sin of Adam and Eve we are all lost and condemned creatures.  We have lost the perfection God created us with and we have become part of the lowest of the low.  Before God we are unworthy.  Before the power of God we are as nothing.  Before the beauty of God we are hideous.  Before the glow of God's glory we are total darkness.  Such is the truth about God and man.


I want you to contemplate this truth of God and man.  Then I want you to ask why it is that mankind so often decides they are smarter, wiser, more insightful than God?  Why do we, so often, have an attitude toward God that says, “I know more than you, I see things better than you, I will make the judgments and I will be god!”  Isn’t that what we are doing everytime we reject God and His Word?  Isn’t that what we are doing when we pronounce that God is not capable of an error free Bible or that God is not capable of standing before the power and wisdom of science?  If that is your attitude then I submit that you do not know the true God.  For if you did, your attitude and your heart would melt with fear and trembling just like Isaiah’s does.  

Please, let God be God!  Who here can truly grasp the wonder of the Trinity of God, the uniqueness of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three and yet one?  Who here can fathom God’s power and majesty, his wisdom and knowledge, God’s love and compassion?  I think that is the whole point of celebrating this Trinity Sunday, that we grasp the awe of God and the lowliness of our humble estate before Him.

Enter into this picture the grace and mercy of God.  Here was Isaiah the unworthy before God.  What does God do?  Does God condemn and cast to hell this humble creature before him?  Listen to what happens.  "Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for."

How beautiful is the message of the Lord here.  We find one of God's servants, one of the seraphs, carrying out the unspoken command of God.  That angel goes to the altar of God.  With tongs the angel takes a live coal from that altar, puts it in his hand and brings it to Isaiah.  The seraph touches the lips of Isaiah with that coal.  Notice that so far all the action is from and of God.  That is an important thing to grasp.


I have no doubt that the altar represents the Lord Jesus Christ and the sacrifice he would be for the sins of the world.  There is a live coal taken signifying the continued power and might of Jesus.  When that coal is touched to the lips of Isaiah there is no burning or hurt caused, rather there is healing and change brought.  Such is the result of Jesus Christ in our lives.


It is the result of the seraphs action we should take note of, the result of having Jesus in our lives that is so important for us to grasp.  The angel sums it up this way, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for."  No longer was Isaiah unworthy before God.  No longer was Isaiah unclean and tainted by the stain of sin.  Isaiah is now forgiven.  Forgiven because God has atoned for his sin.


Do you know what it means to be atoned for?  Our catechism gives this definition: "A payment offered to remove the guilt of sin so that God and sinful man are reconciled."  No longer do our sins condemn us.  No longer are we separated from the Holy and loving God.  No longer are we condemned to death but rather are given the gift of life eternal.  In atonement we go from being the enemies of God to being the children of God.  All of this because of God's mercy and love.


I don't know about you, but when I contemplate this great mercy and love of God I am astonished!  How could God love me, wretched creature that I am?  How could God forgive me: the horrors I have done against him and against my fellow man?  What did I have, what could I do to earn or win God's favor?  Fact is, on my own I don't have even a whisper of a chance for atonement.  I don't and neither does any man alive.


Yet we have been atoned for!  Our sins have been forgiven and our guilt before God is taken away.  This is the work and action of God.  This is God, yes, our Lord Jesus Christ who so loved us that he gave his life for us.  This is our Lord and Savior who has forgiven our sins and given the gift of eternal life simply and solely out of grace.  This is our gracious and loving God who atones for our sins, who buys us back, who removes our guilt that we might be the children of the living Triune God.


Now how many of you paid attention to the effect all of this had on Isaiah?  When Isaiah is first confronted by this vision of God his reaction is "Woe is me!"  Yet through the cleansing power of God, through God's atonement for Isaiah, Isaiah is a different man.  When God says, "Who will go for us," you no longer find a fearful and devastated Isaiah.  You find a bold and strengthened Isaiah.  You find an Isaiah that stands up and cries out to God, "Here I am.  Send Me!"  Here is the difference between a sinful man on his own and a sinful man atoned for by God, atoned for by grace through faith.  A man atoned is a child of God, an heir of eternal life and by the power of God, a servant of the Lord our God.

So it is to be in our lives.  God has done everything for us.  God has atoned for our sins and made us his children.  God has forgiven us and strengthened us that in thankful love for all he has done we might serve him.  This is the wonder of our God.  This is the grace and love of God on display in our lives.  This is the power and truth of atonement by our God.  This is God Almighty: our Lord and our Savior.

I pray you grasp the wonder of God and his majesty.  I pray that you truly believe in God and let His awe be before you.  I pray you graps his atonement for you and that you be changed.  Amen.

