1 Peter 3:15b: Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you.
There is an old evangelism program of our Synod that was designed to get an evangelism prospect thinking about eternity. That evangelism program did that by asking the question: “If you were to die tonight, where would you be?”  Following hard on that question was the next, “If you were to die tonight and God said, ‘Why should I let you into my heaven?’ what would you say?”

I always thought those questions were very good. They were designed to make a person think about the way of getting to heaven. They were also designed to give the evangelist an opportunity to make a proper Gospel presentation and focus on the right answer to those questions.

Do you know what the right answer is?

That’s one of the things I try to instill in my confirmands each and every year. If you would go down to the confirmation classroom you would find a list of 10 questions that are posted. It is my endeavor to make sure that each confirmand can answer those questions properly. The last three questions ask, “Are you going to heaven? Why? How can you be sure?” The answer to those questions is a matter of life and death, eternal life and eternal death. No doubt they are questions we want the right answers to.

So I wonder, did you notice the words of our text for today? Did you see that statement that is found in verse 15 that says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you?” So what would you say if someone asked you the question, “Why should God let you into his heaven?” How would you answer those last three question found in my confirmation room: “Are you going to heaven? Why? How can you be sure?” Do you know what the right answers are?

We will contemplate the answer as we consider our text under the theme: PREPARED TO ANSWER. 
What a great statement is found in our text. Even though it is a statement do note that this statement calls for an answer or the fact that you are to have an answer. Our verse says once again, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you.”
 Note the important aspects of this statement. This statement is calling for you to have knowledge. It does that when it says, “always be prepared.” Be ready, have at your fingertips, and know in your mind this thing that is going to be asked of you. It doesn’t mean that you have to know everything there is to know but rather that you know the answer to the question you are being asked.

What is that question? “That you give the reason for the hope that you have.” There is a statement that really gives pause for thought. First it talks to you about your hope. Now in our lives we always have some sort of hopes and dreams. The young girl dreams of finding that illusionary “white knight” who will rescue her and make her world a “happy ever after” place. The young man may have dreams of success in business and all the money he could ever want. We have hopes of our children. We always seem to envision them perfect in every way and totally successful in whatever they want to do. Such are the dreams and hopes we might have in this world.

Yet the hope which the Apostle Peter is addressing us with is much more that a worldly thing. He is speaking of a sure and certain goal, a hope that is more than a pious wish but rather is a future fact. Clearly the apostle in using this term is asking about our faith, about our Savior and about what that Savior has promised. Clearly the context tells us that you are being asked about Jesus, about what Jesus really is to you?
By the way, here is the only hope that is sure and certain and that will always come true. Of all the hopes I mentioned before, those are tenuous at best when it comes to this world. In truth, we don’t even know if our children will survive to grow up or if we will live long enough to see it. And in the face of this ever changing world, we don’t even really know what will be or could be. Earthly hopes are really just pious wishes and good vibes. The hope we are speaking of here is the goal of heaven and its eternal perfection. The hope we have is about that place where there is no hunger or thirst, pain or suffering, death or tears. The hope pointed to is God’s eternal kingdom, a place of holiness, joy, wonder and forever peace. That is what we have hope in. A place better than what we have now, a place that’s filled with joy and peace of such magnitude we can’t even fully comprehend what God has prepared for us.

This hope is ours because of our Savior. His name is Jesus. He is the reason for the hope we have. It is Jesus who said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you…I will come again and take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I am.” Did not Jesus say to us, “Because I live, you also will live?” Here are the things our Savior has promised. Here are the things we should know and be ready to share. Here is the basis for the hope we have and the confidence of our faith.

All too often we silly creatures, lost in sin and trespass, forget the reason for the hope we have. Are you going to heaven, we are asked? We foolishly answer, “Sure! I’m pretty good. I don’t drink much, only smoke occasionally, and have never abused my spouse….much…okay, never physically! I work hard. I like church and when I go I sing loud. I’m on several committees. I do a daily devotion. My offerings are generous, I think. I am doing my best and I am not as bad as that neighbor of mine. How could God not love me?”
I know a young man when asked at his Confirmation examination day why he was going to heaven answered, “Well, I live a good life, I listen to my parents, I go to church and I don’t misuse God’s name.” I have often thought of that young man. I have wondered how that young man was going to get to heaven after the eighth grade. Because I happen to know that after the eighth grade and for the next number of years or so you could have thrown out all the reasons he gave for going to heaven. His answer was not even close. He forgot! He forgot, even on the day of his Confirmation examination, what faith was all about. It is so easy to do. It is so easy to let the focus become us, to fool ourselves into thinking we are okay, that we can and will earn heaven. By the way, that young man was me! I so give thanks to God for keeping at me, for not giving up on me as I was lost in trespass and sin, and finally for leading me to truly grasp the truth of eternal life and Jesus. 
It isn’t about us, this hope that we have, it is about Jesus! That’s why we find in our Epistle reading God’s answer. God tells us the reason for the hope that we have. He says, “Because Christ also suffered once for sins in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in flesh but was made alive in spirit.” I don’t see anywhere in that answer anything about me or you getting it done, about what we do or accomplish for heaven’s sake. The only reference to us is: “the unrighteous.”
Here is our reason and the source of our hope. Jesus Christ our God and Lord has made all of the wonder and joy of God’s eternal kingdom ours.

Note what it says. “Because Christ also suffered once for sins in our place.”  It was Jesus who paid the price for our sin. Jesus offered himself on the cross, suffered on that cross the wrath and hatred of God the Father over against sin and made atonement for our wrongs. That was the point of Jesus words, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.” Later Jesus cried out, “It is finished!” The work of salvation was done. Sin has been paid for. God’s anger is appeased. The righteous one, Jesus did this for the unrighteous, namely you and me. It was a complete and absolute act. So complete, so absolute that there is no room for doubt when it comes to what Jesus has done.

He died for sins. He did that, as our text says, “to bring you to God.” That you is plural. That you refers to the whole world, for everyone who is accounted before God by the law as unrighteous.  That you is about us. God’s Son gave his life for us. Make that more personal…God's Son gave his life for me and everyone of you. Yes, for the sins of Terry, Dave, Krystal, Vicki, Jim, Bill, Ken, every one of you listening or reading this. Jesus died to bring you to God. To open the gates of heaven and give you the promise of eternal life and salvation. Jesus has done this and there is no doubt.

There is no doubt because of that last part of our verse, “He was put to death in flesh but made alive in Spirit.” Jesus died and Jesus lives. His resurrection is the heart and core of our faith. Jesus lives and so will we. Jesus lives and it is clear that he was and is the very Son of God. Jesus lives and now we know that he is our redeemer. He has paid the price of sin. He has bought us back to be his own. The debt we owe has been cancelled. Yes, with humble hearts we can look to Jesus and simply say, “My Savior!”
He lives and because he lives we have been promised and given eternal life. As you heard our complete reading earlier you know that in this reading Peter mentions the wonder of baptism. A part of baptism is that we show our confidence and faith in what Jesus has done. Jesus has given us baptism as an assurance of his promises. Baptism is not us showing God our obedience, it is God showing us his grace and mercy, his ability to save despite ourselves! Baptism is based on the work and promises of Jesus and is very sure and certain. That’s why the short section on baptism ends with the words: “Baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22He went to heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.” The power of Baptism is found in the power and promises of Jesus and not in what we do. So it is in all our faith.

We are saved because of what Jesus has done. He died for us. He has brought us to God. He has been declared God and Lord of all. He has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand. He lives and rules, yes, lives and rules for our good and our eternal salvation.

Of course, there are some that would say, “Jesus lives, therefore you must do this and this and this.” To that, I say, “NO!” Jesus lives! Because he lives, he has given the gift of eternal life and salvation, I am his child and heir of heaven. I don’t have to do anything. Jesus has done it all. Yet, Jesus will lead me to a life that hears and follows his Word. Not because I have to, but because I want to. He has changed me. He makes me a new person filled with a hatred of sin and a desire to please God. He has given me the hope of heaven and eternal life, sure and certain based on his redeeming sacrifice. He is the reason for this hope and nothing else!”

Do you know why heaven is your home? Do you know the reason for the hope that you have?  The reason is Jesus and his victory.  Amen.

