
Genesis 28:12  He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.


It was not the best week or so of his life!  Jacob was on his way, running away to Padann Aram.  The reason?  It was reported he was going to look for a wife, but the reality is because Jacob and his mother Rebecca used deceit to procure for Jacob the blessing of Isaac.  Now instead of Esau the oldest being given the birthright, it would be Jacob.  This trickery, this deceit of Jacob brought Esau to the point where he desired to kill his brother.  In fear and at the beckoning of his mother, Jacob was now on his way to Padann Aram.


Of course we realize that none of these things would have happened if it wouldn't have been for sin.  Lots of sin.  During the pregnancy with these twin boys God, because of what is described as “jostling” in the womb, God made it clear that Jacob was to be the one to receive the birthright.  However Isaac favored Esau and contrary to God's wishes he was going to give Esau the birthright blessing.  Isaac was going to disobey God.


This sin of Isaac thus led to the sin of Rebekah and Jacob.  The sin of deception.  Remember how Jacob received the birthright blessing by pretending to be Esau?  God's wishes had been fulfilled, but at what cost?  Instead of letting the Lord take care of the problem Rebecca and Jacob decided they could play God.  The result would be that Jacob had to flee from home and live away from his family for the next 20 years.  And that’s not even mentioning the fact that Esau lived with murderous anger for how long?

Our text then finds Jacob on his lonely journey to Padann Aram.  He is about 70 miles from his father's household at a place known at Bethel.  He’s probably about 2 or three days away from home and from all indications of the text he is traveling alone.  I can only imagine what is plaguing his mind.  Once the sun had gone down and further travel was no longer possible Jacob stopped for the night.  Taking a stone to use as his pillow Jacob stretched out under the stars to get some sleep,


It was during the night that something wonderful and unique happened.  Jacob had a dream.  He dreamed of a stairway resting on the earth with its top reaching to heaven.  On this stairway he saw angels ascending and descending.  At the very top of the ladder there stood the Lord himself in all his glory and array.  It was a remarkable dream.  We most often refer to this dream as "Jacob's Ladder."


What is the meaning of this dream?  What was the message of the Lord to Jacob on this lonely journey of his?  Is there anything that you and I can learn from this dream.  Let's explore these questions under the theme: JACOB'S LADDER.

I think most of us realize that God appeared to Jacob for a purpose.  As a point of interest, not that God would appear to him a total of 7 times during his life.  This was God's first appearance to Jacob.  It was an appearance Jacob needed as Jacob's situation bought about one of the lowest points of his life.


When I say that Jacob was at a low point in his life, I think you'll agree.  You heard me say that Jacob was out here all alone fleeing from his Father's household because his brother desired to kill him.  Sounds like Daddy Isaac wasn't offering any protection.  Again the text does not indicate that this son of a rich man was traveling in a caravan with companions or even supplies.  It appears Jacob fled with what he could carry!  All of this because Jacob had obtained through deception the birthright blessing from Isaac.  I think it was this deception that particularly troubled Jacob.  He had sinned.  He had gone against God's Word, really, he had failed to trust that his God could bring about what had been promised.  And just like many of us, Jacob was no doubt filled with sorrow and grief and the question: Would God, could God ever love him again?


Therein lies God’s purpose.  God's appearing to Jacob in this dream brings comfort and hope to Jacob.  Pastor Werner Franzmann in his Old Testament Bible History Commentary gives a clear understanding of this text.  "Even a child senses at once some of the meaning which this vision had for Jacob.  In his simple language it would be something like this: Now Jacob knew everything was all right between God and him.  The Lord was standing at the top of the ladder, wasn't he?  And wasn't he letting his angels come from Jacob up to him, and then go down again to Jacob?  In more adult language we would state the meaning this way: The vision assured Jacob, the sinner, that he was standing in God's favor.  You see, Jacob was penitent over his sin.  A faithful God knew that Jacob needed to be made sure of his pardoning grace."

As you heard those words did you grasp the two things we can then understand from this appearance of God?  First, the appearance was an act of God's gracious mercy.  God in love was making this appearance.  This was not an act of Jacob.  This was not something that Jacob earned or was even close to earning.  This was and is God’s grace in action.  God coming for His purpose.  God appearing to comfort a penitent sinner.
The world often gets this wrong.  Ever notice how the world just runs around proclaiming God’s love no matter what you are doing or how you are acting?  The world, actually, the false Christian world, like’s to pretend that sin if of no account, that we can do whatever we want and God must just accept this or else.  It is true…I believe God loves every soul and his desire is that every soul is saved, but God also makes it clare that salvation depends on faith.  One of the first fruits of faith is repentance, that we are sorry for our sins and that we have a desire to stop this sin and do what God says if right.  If finally, you think sin is your right and that God is wrong in condemning your sin, then you have a God problem, you have a faith problem!  Yes, God is gracious and loving, but He is that on His terms and not ours.

So do recognize that God appears to Jacob in order to comfort a penitent sinner.  Jacob's sorrow over his sin and over his circumstances must surely have weighed him down.  So God appears to assure him of forgiveness.  It was a lesson Jacob needed to learn.

Because Jacob had not yet learned that God forgives every person who sorrows over sin!  Show me one sinner in Scripture that is forgiven without repentance!  And remember, God forgave Jacob because God knew that the time would come when His Son Jesus would become the sacrifice for the sins of all mankind.  Indeed, as we hear of the blessings that God gives to Jacob one of those blessings would concern itself with the Savior to be born through Jacob's descendants.  So grasp that this forgiveness is not apart from the grace of God found in Jesus but is the result of God’s love promised in Jesus.

Therefore, as God was with Jacob, the first to be know as Israel, so God would be with Jesus the true Israel.  In John 1:51 Jesus says to Nathanael, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."  With these words Jesus references Jacob's dream and points the disciples to understanding that just as God's will was done in Jacob's life, so God's will would be accomplished in the life of Jesus.  Jesus brings the grace of God that would open heaven to all who sorrow over sin through the forgiveness of sins He would win.


Then that second thing.  The second thing that God's appearance to Jacob leads us to understand is found in the very promises God gave Jacob.  God said to him, "I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.  I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."

The wonder and joy of these promises of God must have given the downtrodden Jacob quite a lift.  God was not only by his presence reminding him of forgiveness, but now God confers on Jacob the promises, the wonderful blessings given to his forefathers.  Jacob was to be the instrument of God in God's plan of salvation.  God would be with him and watch over him wherever he would go.  How awesome are the promises of God.


I think that most of you recognize that Jacob only realized one of these promises.  The only promise that came true in Jacob's life was the fact that God was with him and did bring him back to the land of Canaan.  It is true, Jacob would eventually have 12 boys, but trust me, 12 is not “like the dust of the earth.”  It would be some 400 years later that Jacob's descendants the Israelites would come to possess the land.  It would be some 1800 years later that God would send His Son and then bless all the world with the full promise of redemption.  Yet I can assure you that Jacob firmly and truly believed these promises of God.  He believed because God said so.  Kind of what the heart and core of faith is.


Now, what then should you and I learn from Jacob?  There are a number of things.  First, we learn that our gracious God forgives our sins as he leads us to repentance over our sins.  There is no sin that God will not forgive except the sin of unbelief.  Let me clarify.  The sin of unbelief is the rejection of God’s Word in any way.  For to reject the truth of God’s Word is to literally say that you know more, you are more wise, more powerful, more godly than God!  Please, God in mercy and love leads us to see our sins, to repent of our sins and to the realization that forgiveness is ours in Christ, the Living Word of God.


The second thing we should learn is the faithfulness of God.  When God gave Jacob the promises he did Jacob believed even though Jacob would not see the majority of them fulfilled.  God is faithful in His promises.  When God promises it is as if done.


God promises to be with us and watch over us.  It is so.  God promises to make all things work for our good.  It is so.  God promises he will never give us more than we can bear.  It is so.  God promises to forgive our sins through faith in Christ.  It is so.  God promises the gift of eternal life in heaven.  It is so.  Now I realize that I have said these things over and over again, but I shall never tire of reminding you of what God has promised.  It is so because God is faithful in all He says.


The last lesson to learn is trust in God.  It is one thing to hear God's promises, it is quite another to trust in them.  Trust in God is what faith is about.  Recall the words of our Epistle reading: "And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us."

Those words are a reminder that God is directing our lives for our eternal good.  Jacob endured many hardships and troubles in his life.  Yet Jacob, though at times weak in faith, clung to the hope of God.  Today we consider Jacob a wonderful example of what true faith is to be.  Don't you understand?  Jacob became such an example of faith because of how God used suffering to produce perseverance, character and hope!

The same is still true in our life.  That's why our Epistle reading says what it does.  Don't let the troubles of this world shove God out.  Rather recognize that those troubles are God's way of strengthening, guiding and increasing our faith.  When trouble comes, look to God for help and hope.  It is the way of faith.


God grant us a faith like that of Jacob.  God grant that our life serve the Lord's will as did Jacob's.  God grant us the hope which comes through trust in God's faithfulness.  Amen.
